
The Outsiders Summer Reading 

8th Grade Literary Terms

Chapters 1-2

Chapters 3-4

Chapters 5-6

Below is a list of literary terms you must learn over the summer. Using 3 x 5 note cards, 
you must make a flashcard for each word on the list. Punch a hole in the upper left-hand 
corner of each card and connect them with a metal binder ring. You will be tested over 
these words within the first two weeks of school.

I.

Discussion Questions: Your answers should be typed and submitted on the first day of the 
2020-2021 school year, no exceptions. All answers must be in complete sentences, and 
make sure to answer all parts of the question. 

II.

Describe Darry, Soda, and Ponyboy.1.
Who did Dally, Johnny, and Ponyboy meet at the Nighly Double? Describe these 
characters.

2.

Contrast Dally’s approach to Cherry and Marcia with Pony’s. Then contrast Cherry’s 
response to Dally with her response to Pony.

3.

Pony was somewhat surprised that he was getting along with Cherry and Marcia. Explain 
w

4.

Describe what had happened to Johnny prior to the time of this story.5.

After talking with Cherry, what reason does Pony finally give from the separation 
between Greasers and Socs?

1.

Describe Cherry and Marcia’s boyfriends.2.
Discuss what caused Pony to “run away”?3.
To whom do Johnny and Pony turn for help after Johnny killed Bob?  Why?4.
Explain why Johnny and Pony go to Jay’s Mountain.5.

Explain why Pony was upset about getting a haircut.1.
What was Johnny’s favorite part of Gone with the Wind? Of whom did it remind him?2.
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Chapters 7-9

Chapters 10-12

Extended Questions

1. Discuss the importance of the fire and other symbols in the development of the theme. 

2. Explain how the title of the book is appropriate?

3. Explain the meaning of Frost’s, “Nothing Gold Can Stay,” as it relates to The Outsiders.

 4. How does Gone with the Wind relate to The Outsider?

What did Johnny announce after his fifth barbecue sandwich? What was his reasoning for 
this decision?

3.

Describe Johnny’s relationship with his parents.4.
What happened when Johnny, Pony, and Dally returned to the church from the restaurant? 5.

What problems did the three brothers face after Pony’s return?1.
When Johnny’s mother came to visit him at the hospital, what was Johnny’s reaction?2.
Compare and contrast the boys’ reasons for fighting (Darry, Steve, Soda, and Two-Bit)3.
Who “won” the rumble? Explain why this group only partly won.4.
What were Johnny’s last words to Ponyboy? What does he mean?5.

What did Pony decide was the reason Dally couldn’t take Johnny’s death?1.
Why did Dally rob the grocery store and then raise his unloaded gun to the police?2.
What was the result of the court hearing?3.
Describe how Pony reacted to the three Socs who bullied him about killing Bob?4.
Johnny’s note made several points. What were they? How do we know Ponyboy will be 
all right?

5.


