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WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL 2020-2021 

Dear Parents / Guardians, 

 

It’s a pleasure to welcome you and your child to 1st Grade! First grade is an exciting time as children 

embark upon new adventures in the world of learning. In first grade, we want to develop children’s 

independence as readers, their identity as readers who can read and enjoy books on their own. This is a 

year of important transitions, as well as one in which acquisition of new skills is accelerated. Whether your 

child is in a hybrid or remote learning setting, I hope to make your child’s learning experience a fun and 

exciting one, and I also hope to instill a love of learning that will last throughout your child’s years of 

schooling. 

 

So much happens in First Grade! As your child begins the year, it is extremely important to keep in mind 

that we all build on small successes. Each child will progress at his/her own pace, acquiring skills as he/she 

is developmentally ready. Maintaining each child’s self-esteem and building a secure foundation for the 

future growth will always remain a priority in our first grade classroom. Here are some ways you can help! 

 

Celebrate your child’s success, no matter how small it may seem. This will keep your child enthusiastic 

about learning and proud of his/her work. Read to and with your child every day. The more your child is 

exposed to language, the easier it will be for your child to incorporate new skills in reading and writing. 

 

● Daily Homework Assignments: There will be a daily homework folder sent home daily and due 

date will be the next school day otherwise instructed. Distance learning students will get their 

homework assignments posted on Google Classroom. 

 

● Math Homework: We will begin working with Eureka Math Module 1, Sums and Differences to 10. 

In this math module, your child will make progress towards building fluency with addition and 

subtraction of numbers to 10. Your child will complete a lesson problem set in class or remote 

learning followed by the lesson homework. There will be daily math quizzes, Mid-Module 

assessments, and End of Module Assessments. 

 

● Spelling Homework: Your child will have a set of 10 spelling words weekly with assigned 

activities. The spelling list will increase to 15 or more spelling words as the year progresses. 

Spelling assessments will be administered weekly. 

 

● English Language Arts (ELA): We are currently using ReadyGen. It is a common Core Literacy 

Program that uses related text sets and routines-based instruction. ReadyGen is composed of 

Units and Modules.  
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● Your child will learn how to carefully analyze sources, write in response to sources and defend 

claims; (use the text to find evidence to prove a point), and write in response to reading on a daily 

basis. Online resources will be available to support distance learning. Baseline assessments and 

Unit Unit assessments will be administered in the classroom and online to support distance 

learning. 

 

TO HELP YOU SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING 

COMMON CORE LEARNING STANDARDS FOR FIRST GRADE ELA - MATH 

https://buildboldfutures.org   or   catholicschoolsny.org 

● Go to elementary tab, scroll down to click on “Resources For Parents”, scroll down page, find 

1st-Grade-ELA  or 1st Grade Math Archdiocese of New York Grade 1 Language Arts Parent  

Matrix / Mathematics Prent Matrices. IT  CONTAINS ALL THE LEARNING STANDARDS. 

 

FOCUS TOPICS TO BE COVERED FOR EACH SUBJECT  

 

● RELIGION: Religion will be integrated  in our ELA component when possible. Chapter 

assessments will be administered in the classroom or remote learning. The main focus for the first 

quarter is God Creator of All Things (Sept) 

The Holy Rosary & Respect Life (Oct-Nov) 

Mass - Celebration of the Liturgy and All Saints (Nov-Dec) 

Immaculate Conception, Advent, Christmas (Dec-Jan) 

The Holy Name and Childhood of Jesus (Feb-March) 

The Holy Family (April) 

The Holy Eurcharist (May-June) 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus (June) 

 

● SCIENCE: Science will be integrated in ELA when possible. 

Properties of Living Things (Sept-Oct) 

Patterns of Weather and Seasons (Nov-Dec) 

Matter (Jan-Feb) 

Community Health Providers (March-April) 

The Human Body (May-June) 

 

● SOCIAL STUDIES: Social Studies will also be integrated into ELA when possible. 

Individual Development and Cultural Identity - Traditions & Culture (Sept-Oct) 

Civic Ideas and Practices - Exploring Concept of Responsibility (Nov-Dec) 

Geography, Humans, and the Environment - Earth and Effects of Pollution (Jan-Feb) 

Time, Continuity, and Change - Then and Now (March-April) 

Economic System - Good and Services, Resources, Money (May-June) 

https://buildboldfutures.org/
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● EUREKA MATH MODULES -  Number of modules and SUGGESTED number of days for the 

completion of each module. 

Module 1: Operations & Algebraic Thinking - Sums and Differences to 10, Numbers quantities and  

Modeling (45 days) 

Module 2: Introduction to Place Value Through Addition and Subtraction within 20  (35 days) 

Module 3: Ordering and Comparing Length Measurement as Numbers (15 days) 

Module 4: Place Value - Comparison, Addition and Subtraction to 40 (35 days ) 

Module 5: Geometry - Identifying, Composing, and Partitioning Shapes ( 15 days ) 

Module 6: Place Value - Comparison, Addition and Subtraction to 100 ( 35 days ) 

 

● Positive Behavior and Communication System 

 Establishing good classroom / home discipline is essential to each child’s success, confidence and 

well-being. Every child should feel that the classroom and home environment is safe and secure; 

free from threats of physical or emotional harm. In addition, it is important for  each child to learn, 

develop self-discipline, and good work habits, to resolve conflicts peacefully, and to think 

independently. 

In order to provide the students with the excellent education climate they deserve, I will be using 

ClassDojo. ClassDojo is a communication app for the classroom. It connects teachers, parents, 

and students who use it to share photos, videos, and messages. I know that many of you used it 

last year and are aware of its components. If you are new to ClassDojo, I will send you a request to 

join by using your cell phone number or email address. I believe that a good parent-teacher 

relationship is necessary for maximum school or remote learning success. Throughout the school 

year, I will communicate with you through various modes of communication such as email, 

telephone calls, reports, or virtual conferences.I encourage you to reach out to me if you have any 

questions or concerns of any kind by using the same modalities of communication. 

 

 3 Reasons To Read With Your Child Every Night 

1. Time together 0-15 minutes -Reading each night is quality time together. 

2. Listening to fluent reading - Allows your child to listen to what fluent reading should sound 

like.  

3. Talking about the books - Engage in conversation with your child about the text and ask 

questions for comprehension. Have Fun Reading! 

I look forward to educating your child and working with you to help your child achieve his/her fullest 

potential. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. I want to offer my 

support to you as parents as we navigate this crisis together. May God bless you all and keep you safe. 

Thank you for all your support and let us have a wonderful school year. 

 

Respectfully, 

Ms. Maria Velazquez         mvelazquez@ollnyc.org 

First Grade Teacher           (212) 926-5820 

mailto:mvelazquez@ollnyc.org
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